
→ 45-bit segment display for 

• Typography is "active in culture" and
not just a vehicle for words

• Typographic products reflect an era's
cultural climate and "how people live
and think”

• Type design exists in a dialogue and it
is influenced by society and, in turn,
influences our concept of society.

Modularity: An Elemental Approach 
to Type Design - By Aoife Mooney



Modularity is "a conceptual 
framework" based on standardized 

units or processes

a process of "deconstruction in 
order to reconstruct"



Karl Nawrot

• Nawrot often bridges the gap between 
tool-making, illustration, and type 

• Uses stencils and physical objects to 
construct letters 

• Demonstrates how restricting the "kit of 
parts" can lead to unique, unexpected 
forms





→ Selected a 
traditional geometric 
pattern

→ Extracted the core 
module

→ Reassembled modules 
to form letter forms







The Damascus Modular Typeface 
by Thaqif Bin Nazri

• Mimics the Congregation: 
Visualizes worshippers 
standing shoulder-to-shoulder 
in prayer rows 

• Seamless Continuity: Letters 
connect to create a 
continuous, unbroken 
structure 

• Symbol of Unity: Represents 
how individual members link 
together to form a strong, 
unified whole



Biceps Grotesk               
by Together With You

• Visualizing the Meme: Represents the 
"buff guys typing on laptops" 
internet subculture  

• Typographic Hypertrophy: Letters 
"flex" and expand organically, 
mimicking muscle growth 

• Controlled Chaos: Wild, pumping 
shapes remain contained within a 
strict, functional grid



Moving from Form (Geometric Patterns)  

to Meaning (Cultural Narrative)

show that modularity can be more than just a 
construction method; it can be a way to highlight 
and preserve a specific cultural identity.” 

• Which cultural narrative best utilizes the 
tension of modularity?




