Modularity: An Elemental Approach
to Type Design - By Aoife Mooney

MODULARITY: AN ELEMENTAL
APPROACH TO TYPE DESIGN

« Typography is "active in culture" and

not just a vehicle for words

« Typographic products reflect an era's

cultural climate and "how people live
and think”

« Type design exists in a dialogue and it

is influenced by society and, in turn,
influences our concept of society.



Modularity is "a conceptual
framework" based on standardized
units or processes

a process of "deconstruction in
order to reconstruct”



Karl Nawrot

- Nawrot often bridges the gap between
tool-making, illustration, and type

« Uses stencils and physical objects to
construct letters

- Demonstrates how restricting the "kit of
parts" can lead to unique, unexpected
forms




KOREAN MOTIFS
| EOMETRIC PATT

ANNOUNCING A NEW SERIES
DESIGN SOURCEBOOKS

1his 15 the tirst 1n 3 tranc-new series of sourcebocks ¢l
traciboral Koran design mours

4@ VWhether you use this book just fcr the fun of koakin

or 25 a source ol design ideas, ~e Lelieve this very spe

cial collection of geometncal patterns will nct only tickie

yurr brain's visual centers bul alsn inuolve yaur other
sonses Your mind wll run 1s fingers over somre new
textures: and if you listen with your oyes, you'll hear the
percussive clanty of the music contained in them.

©© These patterns were taken from dozens upon Jduzens

ol ilems that Iaswve ong been part of Koreas lraditional
Iie-style, Some of these seurces are ksied ¢n the next
page _

% # So 2njoy and make use of this treasure ‘rave of
Korzan patterns.

ANNOUNCING A NEW SERIES OF
DESIGN SOURCEBOOKS
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SQURCES

Rize-cake orosses, cusl

potiery. Cishes, trinsets
palanquins, fabrics, skirly, e
|ackats. ~ats, prstail “bEons

Larae, writing-brush ¢a3es, gillows
nkstanes, mo’ tles, book.(uvern
shaman s clothing, spocls. table
amoiras, sticial crops, latlicowo ik
CAS4etwork &-.4..,;1,!4 biJFkP.’i. paser,

drums_ angd ma ny, ma=, more




- Selected a
traditional geometric
pattern

-» Extracted the core - Reassembled modules
module to form letter forms
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The Damascus Modular Typeface
by Thagif Bin Nazri
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* Mimics the Congregation:

Visualizes worshippers
standing shoulder-to-shoulder
in prayer rows

- Seamless Continuity: Letters

connect to create a
continuous, unbroken
structure

« Symbol of Unity: Represents

how individual members 1link
together to form a strong,
unified whole



Biceps Grotesk
by Together With You

- Visualizing the Meme: Represents the
"buff guys typing on laptops”
internet subculture

- Typographic Hypertrophy: Letters
"flex" and expand organically,
mimicking muscle growth

ENOTTRERT

« Controlled Chaos: Wild, pumping
shapes remain contained within a
strict, functional grid



Moving from Form (Geometric Patterns)

to Meaning (Cultural Narrative)

show that modularity can be more than just a
construction method; it can be a way to highlight
and preserve a specific cultural identity.”

« Which cultural narrative best utilizes the
tension of modularity?





