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ABSTRACT

A Study on Formative Beauty of the Palace Latticework
Design in Chosun Dynasty

Kim, Ho Jung

Major in Arts Education
Graduate School of Education
Kyung Hee University

Almost the whole of the front of the old Korean architecture was
made up of windows and doors decorated with various patterns.

Windows and doors were mainly designed for creating openings for
people to enter and leave the building as well as for letting in light or
fresh air. Besides, it has been used as a means of decorating the
building itself. A latticework is a structure allowing people to enter
the interior space from the outside, which is fit into the frame of the
windows and doors.

A latticework first appeared after the Neolithic age, and became
fully developed after the Chosun Dynasty. Development of the
architecture including the palace in Chosun Dynasty was made based
on the traditional view of geography conforming to Confucian ideas
and the theory of divination based on topography, and the pattern of
the latticework became varied depending on the purpose of the
building itself.

The design of the four largest palaces’ latticework had diversified

patterns in appearance. The 'Jeongjon’, or the main mansion of the
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royal palace adopted ’'Soslkotbisal’, or a tall pattern of the teeth of a
comb decorated with a flower, providing a look of splendor and
dignity, while 'Jeongjasal’ or network lattice, and ’'Tisal’, or
horizontally striped lattice as well as 'Bisal’, or the comb teeth pattern
were used in most of the mansions in the palace. A straight line
would create an impression of stiffness and boredom. However it
created a sense of seriousness. For this reason a straight line was
much used in designing a latticework to represent a hierarchy of the
mansions of the royal palace. Because the palace is usually a very
large building, much larger than a ordinary house, it needed a large
window on the front to let in more of the light.

The traditional Korean architecture emphasized harmony with nature,
which became an important factor determining the building’s formative
beauty. ‘Traditional building styles in Korea were based on its
topographical features, making use of the round shape of the
mountains in Korea or the physical aspect of the natural surrounding
as seen in a rear garden at Changdok Palace.

Continuity with nature was secured by installing 'Duroyogae’, or a
lift—-and-open type windows and doors, turning the house into oneness
with nature. This 1s a unique feature of the Koran architecture
creating harmony with nature, which was not discovered among the
Western architecture and can be regarded as the most important factor
that caused the Korean architecture to be harmoniously united with
nature.

The shadows of the lattice cast by it in the light coming in through
the window, form a beautiful pattern of formative beauty.

The sound of nature that can be heard through the window paper,

along with the shadows of the lattice in the room, is a typical feature
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of Korean formative beauty that makes people feel warm and
comfortable.

The pattern of the latticework of the window is designed based on
the lines of lattice put together in proportion distribution, and for this
reason the latticework creates uniformity and harmony, which in turn
forms proportional beauty. In this way windows and doors as well as
the lattice of each window are arranged in proportion to one another.
Besides a latticework decorates the windows and doors by turing the
massive and dull appearance of them into a more attractive look.

Both "Atcha’ lattice, or rectangular lattice and 'Mantcha’ lattice, or
swastika lattice are more often used in a variety of beautiful patterns
rather than a simple pattern that represents various themes, tastefully
decorating the lattice.

As discussed above, it may be worthwhile to cherish and develop
the Korean cultural traditions by understanding the formative value
and beauty found in the traditional latticework and further developing

it into an art.
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